
Re a d  A ro und  t he  Pla ne t *   
TWICE Video Conference Event 

English:   March 1-2, 5- 7 
      World Languages: March 9 

Ce le b ra t e  Re a d  A ro und  t he  Pla ne t !   
Read Around the Planet is a celebration of NEAÕs Read Across America. Classrooms use interactive 
video to connect with other classrooms Òaround the planetÓ and read to each other. The act ivity is 
sponsored by TWICE and Polycom, in cooperation with NEA. 

TWICE provides the r eg i st r at i on  t oo l, m at ches classrooms  
with partners, and provides suppor t  docum ent s. Participating 
classrooms are responsible for their own video connection and 
developing their own reading activit ies for the event. 

 
*Discla imer . Whi le we a r e using t his name t o be inclusive 
t o ou r  int er nat ional  f r iends, t h i s nam e does NOT 
guar ant ee U.S. schools an int er nat ional  connect ion. They 
wi l l  be mat ched r andomly as usual  in t h is p r oject . 

Ho w  To  Pa r t i c ip a t e   

This act ivity is open to all K- 12 students (ages 6 - 18) in 
public and private schools who have access to two -way 
interact ive video equipment (ISDN H.320 or IP H.323). If  you are 
unsure whether or not you have access to this type of 
equipment, check with your school's technology coordinator. 

Your class will be matched with a class from a dif ferent locat ion 
and each class will exchange reading act ivit ies. Classroom to 
classroom connect ions in English will take place Mar ch  1 - 2  
and  3 - 5 ,  2 0 0 7 .  Classroom to classroom connect ions in other 
languages will take place Mar ch  9 ,  2 0 0 7 .  

Each connect ion is scheduled for an hour: 15 minutes for test ing connect ions and introduct ions; 30 
minutes for the reading act ivity (15 minutes per class); and 15 minutes for exchanging informat ion 
about respect ive schools and communit ies. Act ivit ies can range from reading a favorite book 
passage, to a Òbatt le of the booksÓ format -  see the box for other ideas.  

A c t iv it y  Tim e l ine  
November 1-22, 2006: Building VC equipment verif icat ion process occurs.  
December 1, 2006: Match Request Registrat ion Opens  
January 10, 2007: Registrat ion Deadline  
January 19, 2007: Wait ing List  Registrat ion Closes  
January 26, 2007: Partner Class Match Emails Sent.  
March 1-9, 2007: Connect ions occur. 

Re g ist ra t io n  a nd  Mo re  I n f o rm a t io n   

Register online at  the TWICE website:  
www.twice.cc / read 

 

Read Around the 
Planet 

Activity Ideas 
- Skits  - Plays 

- Raps  - Songs  

- Illustrations (check the 
format of your document 
camera first!)  

- Dramatizations  

- Student-created books  

- ÒBattle of the BooksÓ 

more ideas: 
www.twice.cc/read 

www.nea.org/readacross 

 


